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GLOCAL IN MISSION: Celebrating what 

God is doing! 
By Pastor Craig Maven 

What do you celebrate? How do you celebrate? What 

do you think of others you see celebrating? During 

the 1980s I officiated at a number of weddings where 

the reception was held in a restaurant or reception 

hall because dancing was not permitted in the church 

building. The signal that the music had shifted to 

dance music was Kool and the Gang’s hit 1980 single 

“Celebration.” It was also the signal for my wife and 

I to leave. I will confess I do not dance. It’s not that I 

do not want to. I can’t! I enjoy talking to people and 

when the music is so loud I have to shout – well it’s 

time to go. At least, that’s what I thought at the time. 

In some ways I now regret that because I missed some 

of the joyous celebration that was good. 

God’s ancient people Israel knew how to celebrate. 

They did it frequently and appropriately. We have 

maintained some of that in our celebrations around 

Christmas and Easter. However, when was the last 

time we really celebrated what God is doing among 

us right now? 

In Nehemiah 8 the returned exiles stood and listened 

to the words of the covenant as Ezra read it to them. 

At first they wept because of their failure to keep the 

words of the law. But Nehemiah and the Levites 

turned that sorrow into joy. They called upon the 

people to celebrate the sacredness of this day, for on 

this day they understood again God’s faithfulness and 

love. And the people celebrated! All day they 

celebrated. 

God is at work among us today. I think it is right and 

appropriate to celebrate how God’s kingdom is 

growing, and to celebrate God’s including us in the 

joyful task of proclaiming the kingdom.  I think it’s 

appropriate to highlight how individuals are engaged 

in God’s mission, not to exalt the person, but to 

recognize that God can use anyone who is willing to 

expand the kingdom and proclaim salvation.  

How should we celebrate God’s work in and through 

us? Let’s start with easy and more comfortable ways. 

We are going to highlight the mission activities we 

are engaged in through mission moments in worship. 

We are also going to have an extended Mission Fair 

(starting after Easter) where we will rotate displays 

that show what God is doing through us.  

The harder question is how will we joyfully express 

our celebration of God’s work? Shall we give the 

Lord a round of applause? Why not? Can we allow 

for individual expressions of gratitude and praise for 

what God is doing that actually convey our 

excitement? I hope so! Psalm 47:1 says, “O clap your 

hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of 

triumph.” Can we do that? 

Can we actually let go of a small part of our sense of 

propriety to celebrate? David did when he danced 

before the Lord dressed only in a humble ephod 

rather than garments that showed his stature as 

warrior and king. OK, we’re back to 

dancing – and I can’t that! But, I can 

“celebrate good times” because God is 

at work reconciling the world to 

Himself through us! 
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A óHand Upô to the Poor 
Pastor Mark Keller 

A Christmas gift received in 2008 continues to give 

joy to Darlene and me!  The gift was a donation made 

in our names to KIVA, a microfinance organization 

that makes loans to poor people asking for a óhand 

upô. KIVA is a Swahili word meaning "agreement" or 

"unity."   

 

With our 2008 KIVA Christmas gift worth $50, 

Darlene and I along with some others, chose to loan 

Mrs. Sary Un $500.  Sary is a Cambodian farmer who 

requested a loan to buy some duck feed and 280 

ducklings to breed.  Over the course of one year Sary 

repaid her loan in full!  During the yearôs payback 

time we received regular emails from KIVA saying 

how Sary was doing in her repayment commitment.  

Truly it was a year of joy hearing of her success!  

Then as our $50 was repaid we chose other persons to 

invest with rather than having the $50 paid out to us. 

The joy of hearing of a poor personôs success started 

all over as our $50 KIVA Christmas gift went to a 

young man in Lebanon and a woman in Ghana.  

 

From the www.kiva.org site I learned that 

microfinance is the supply of loans, savings, and 

other basic financial services to the poor.  The World 

Bank estimates that over 7000 microfinance 

institutions serve some 16 million poor people in 

developing countries. The total cash turnover of 

micro-finance institutions world-wide is estimated at 

US$2.5 billion and the potential for new growth is 

enormous. 

 

The potential for growth in microfinance is great 

because credit for poor people is often only available 

from informal sources at very high cost. The majority 

of formal banks do not loan to poor people; large 

loans to prosperous customers are more lucrative. 

Comprehensive impact studies have demonstrated 

that: microfinance loans help very poor households 

meet basic needs and protect against risks, improve 

household economic welfare and support womenôs 

enterprise ability.  

 

Looking deeper into the microfinance phenomenon 

MMA Counselor and Trust Advisor, Glen Kauffman, 

directed me to Calvert Foundation, 

www.calvertfoundation.org .  I clicked microfinance 

investing and was sent to microplace.com.  There I 

found investors can make microfinance loans with a 

return of 1-3% interest, sometimes more!  Wow, with 

a click of my mouse I can help the poor and get a 

return; what could be better!  The minimum 

investment is $20.  Microfinance loans have a very 

low default risk. 

 

Kauffman also reminded me that Mennonite 

Economic Development Associates (MEDA) has 

been a leader in the microfinance movement for 

years. MEDA is an association of faith-oriented 

business women and men who invest in the lives of 

families living in poverty around the world.  I went to 

http://www.meda.org and learned a lot more about 

this impressive Mennonite organization. 

 

HMC member Allon Lefever is a MEDA Board 

member and Vice-Chair.  He and Glen Kauffman are 

willing and eager to talk to your SS Class, small 

group or other assembly about how to invest in poor 

persons who need small amounts of credit.   

 

What could prevent you from giving a óhand upô to 

the poor when it is so easy? In writing this article I 

became so enthusiastic that while I was on the 

website I easily and quickly made a loan to Latin 

American rural communities!   

 

You are guaranteed to make a difference in a poor 

personôs life by going to: www.kiva.org or 

microplace.com .  I believe giving a óhand upô to the 

poor is a way to help close the hole in our gospel. 

 

 

 

http://www.kiva.org/
http://www.calvertfoundation.org/
http://www.kiva.org/


 
 

HMC Community Garden 
 

You are welcome to join the Harrisonburg 

Mennonite Church Community Garden 

 

We gardeners are individuals and families of diverse 

backgrounds who choose to garden together.  We 

welcome people of all cultures, languages, and levels 

of gardening experience.  Each household gets a 

garden plot(s) to use, and helps take care of the 

garden.  A fee of $10 per plot will be collected to pay 

for water, mulch, etc.  

 

The garden manager will assign your plot(s) and 

answer questions. There are also experienced 

gardeners available to give advice.  Households 

should work in their garden enough to keep it free 

from weeds. We hope to enjoy meeting each other, 

working together, and harvesting good food!  

 

Gardeners are invited to participate in several 

community garden day events including a summer pot 

luck picnic! 

 

If you want to join Harrisonburg Mennonite Church 

Community Garden, contact the Garden Manager, 

Mark Keller at 434-4463 ext. 106, 

mkeller@hmcchurch.org or the Chairperson of the 

Garden Management Committee, Steve Yoder 

sjyoder1@verizon.net . 

 

How much does a Styrofoam plate cost? 

Linda Miller 

Recently, while I was at a local grocery, a display 

caught my eye: "Buy one, get one free."  The item on 

display was a pack of 

Styrofoam plates.  

One pack of fifty was 

priced at $2.69, and 

the second pack was 

free--100 plates for 

only $2.69, less than 

three cents apiece.  

Wow.  That's pretty cheap.  Wonder if those do-

gooders at church who are washing the dishes each 

Wednesday night know that.   (Full disclosure--I am 

one of them.)  It seems like the cost of the water, 

heating the water, and the dishwashing soap would 

add up to that much, not even factoring in the 

volunteer labor.  So why are those people (we) 

washing the dishes????   And why is a Stryofoam 

product number one on my "10 Things You Should 

Never Buy Again" list from Green America? 

I grew up in the thumb of Michigan, about an hour 

away from Dow Chemical in Midland, Michigan.  I 

can distinctly remember the first time I ever 

encountered Styrofoam.  Our 9th or 10th grade class 

had taken a field trip to Dow.  Our guide eagerly 

extolled the virtues of Styrofoam even telling us how 

it floated so well that houses could be floated on it 

(honestly, he did say that).  At the end of our tour of 

the company, we were invited to take home a piece of 

Styrofoam.  We eagerly chose the largest pieces we 

could get with visions of floating on it in Lake Huron 

dancing in our heads.  Not once did I wonder what 

went into producing this magical new material.  I am 

almost certain none of my classmates or even my 

teacher wondered either.  Certainly our enthusiastic 

guide didn't mention it.  But I do wonder now.  A 

quick Google search tells me that Styrofoam is a Dow 

Chemical trademarked name for a compound called 

extruded polystyrene foam.  Although it was first 

"discovered" (invented) in 1941, the company took a 

while to figure out how useful it could be.  If the 

polystyrene is left to cool on its own, it becomes hard-

-this is what our plastic eating utensils are made of.  

To become what we call "Styrofoam" the polystyrene 

is mixed with hydrochloroflourocarbon under 

immense pressure.  The mixture must then be 

"extruded" or forced through a narrow slot and then 

allowed to expand under reduced pressure.  This 

creates the many products that we recognize as 

Styrofoam: packing peanuts, fast food drive through 

"clamshell" containers, part of life jackets and 

inflatable life rafts---and those plates. 

 

All of that doesn't sound too bad.  Or does it?  First 

and foremost, Styrofoam is a petroleum-based 

product.  It comes from oil.  No matter which way 

you cut and slice the pie, oil is a finite resource.  It 

will not last forever.  And we are using it much faster 

than the earth can make new oil.  We as Americans 

are using way more than our share.  And we are 

beholden to countries that don't like us very much for 

most of what we are already using.  A second thing to 

consider about oil is that our oil companies are not 

very good neighbors to some of the countries from 

which they get oil.  They have left environmental 

disasters behind in poor countries where the people 

mailto:mkeller@hmcchurch.org
mailto:sjyoder1@verizon.net
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have little voice to protest the degradation of their 

land.   

 

I wonder whatever happened to that piece of 

Styrofoam I took home that long-ago day.  I have no 

idea.  Perhaps it floated away.  Away.  What a 

wonderful word.  So benign-sounding.  It is just gone.  

Or is it?  When Styrofoam breaks down, it becomes 

small particles called "nurdles."  (Now there's a 

Scrabble word for you.)  These often end up in our 

waterways.  At the mouth of the Mississippi River 

there is a dead zone the size of New Jersey where 

little or nothing grows but algae.  In the Pacific Ocean 

there is an area twice the size of TEXAS where 3.5 

million tons of garbage swirls around.  This area is 

known as the "Great Garbage Patch," and pieces of 

trash outnumber sea life 6:1.  Birds and sea life in the 

area die of starvation with bellies full of plastic, 

Styrofoam, etc.  Nothing tells the fish and birds that 

those little round balls or bright objects aren't bugs, 

worms or other food.  Certainly Styrofoam is not the 

only culprit in these places, but it is part of the mix.  

Not a very nice way to treat God's creation. 

 

But maybe my chunk of Styrofoam didn't go into the 

waterways while I was floating in Lake Huron.  

Maybe my mother threw it into the garbage, and my 

father just took it to the local dump.  Much better.  Or 

is it?  Well, maybe not.  It turns out that Styrofoam is 

as good as that guide told us it was.  It doesn't break 

down.  In a million years my chunk of Styrofoam will 

still be around.  It CAN be incinerated under special 

conditions, but very few disposal systems have this 

extremely high incineration capacity.  Ordinary 

burning releases toxic chemicals.  These punch holes 

in the ozone layer increasing our chances of getting 

skin cancer.  What about adding it to a landfill?  

Certainly that is where most of it ends up. But where 

is this landfill?  Where landfills are located is a game 

of hot potato.  Landfills are afflicted with the NIMBY 

syndrome -- not in my backyard.  Who wants a huge, 

stinky mess close to them?   And so where are these 

dumps most likely to be located?  Close to the poor 

who are least able to protest the despoiling of their 

land.  We in America produce 1,672 pounds of trash 

per person per year.  But wait, you say--I know I don't 

churn out that much garbage.  And I certainly hope 

that is true.  But Annie Leonard, who has spent ten 

years studying "stuff," states that 70 garbage cans of 

waste are produced for each garbage can we put out at 

the curbside.  Oops--maybe those Styrofoam plates 

we throw out aren't so benign after all.  And handling 

the sheer quantity of leftover stuff doesnôt 't even 

factor in the damage to our increasingly polluted 

groundwater.  Suddenly I don't feel like a very good 

steward of God's creation. 

 

So why does my Styrofoam plate cost only three 

cents?  Because I am not paying the full price.  I have 

paid nothing to the people of Ecuador or Nigeria who 

have toxic pools left by Shell oil or other oil 

companies.  I have paid nothing so that the workers in 

most big-box stores can have health insurance.  I have 

paid nothing to clean up the seas where fish and birds 

are dying from trash in the water.  Does that make me 

a terrible person for ever using Styrofoam?  Hummm-

-No.  None of us is entirely consistent.  None of us is 

"perfect."  But now I do know why I wash those 

plates on Wednesday night.  Besides the fun and 

fellowship of working with fellow Harrisonburg 

Mennoniters, I do it for the birds, the fish in the sea, 

and for the air we all breathe.  I do it for my poorer 

neighbors here and abroad, and I do it for myself to 

more mindfully follow Christ who tells us that as we 

do these things for "the least of these," we do them 

for Him.   

******************* 
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MISSION R EPORTS  

HMC Short Term Summer Mission Teams 2010 

 

1. Philadelphia Oxford Circle Mennonite Church 

Creative Art Camp --  July 31-August 6 

Oxford Circle Mennonite Church in Philadelphia 

annually provides a creative arts summer day 

camp for community children.  The primary 

purpose is to spread the love of Christ by meeting 

a need; specifically a lack of exposure to music 

and art in the Philadelphia public schools due to 

funding cuts.   

Because the work may be emotionally 

challenging, HMC invites mature believers with 

gifting in creative arts (poetry, singing, 

instrumental music, painting, drama, gardening, 

etc.) to join this team of about five individuals.  

Contact April Gunderson 434-4463 ext. 103 or 

agunderson@hmcchurch.org  

2. Philadelphia Cornerstone Christian Academy -

-  June 28 through July 3. 

Cornerstone Christian Academy (CCA) is an 

inner city K-8 Christian School.  HMC has 

formed a strong relationship with CCA to assist, 

bless and encourage this ministry.  Over the past 

decade HMC has formed strong relationships with 

the CCA staff who now consider HMC a partner 

in their mission.  This partnership is a blessing to 

those who go to Philadelphia and the entire 

congregation as we annually host the CCA choir 

in our worship services. 

The HMC Mission Team to CCA is usually given 

assignments to work on the aged school facility.  

Significant projects have been a part of our 

mission that has greatly enhanced the school.  

There are options available to become involved in 

more face to face involvements as well with 

community persons.  Skilled and unskilled 

volunteers are encouraged to apply to join the 

Philly team.   

The HMC Congregation is invited to pray for the 

team and to positively contribute to the education 

needs of inner city children in our nation.  Contact 

Sandra Rush criternest@aol.com 833-2405 or 

Mark Keller mkeller@hmcchurch.org  434-4463  

 

 

 

 

3. Young Adult Trip to Athens, Ohio ï  

      July 11 -17 

We plan to spend a week on Work Retreat with 

Good Works, Inc, (GW) in Athens, Ohio.  GW is 

a ministry to the rural poor and homeless of 

southeastern Appalachian Ohio.  They provide 

biblical hospitality, job experience programs, 

creative volunteer service opportunities, and 

community development ministries in the context 

of Christian Community.  GW exists to connect 

people from all walks of life with the poor so that 

the kingdom of God can be experienced. 

Our week with GW will aim to (1) learn from one 

another (those on the team, those we serve, and 

those with whom we serve), (2) allow our service 

to be an expression of our faith, (3) grow 

spiritually by living and working together, and (4) 

complete some projects for GW and the 

community.  HMCôs Work Group will be made 

up of 15-30 young adults and sponsors, though 

anyone with interest in this opportunity may 

contact Steve Horst (shorst@hmcchurch.org). 

 Any type of skill can be used.  We will do 

anything from construction, food preparation, 

childrenôs ministry, to ministry through arts and 

skills development. 

We invite HMC to join us in praying that this will 

not just be a summer trip, but a journey with God. 

 Pray that our attitude would be one of worship in 

all we do, and that we would bring back with us 

what God teaches us.  Visit www.good-works.net 

to find out more! 

 

4. Support Trip to Overseas Worker Family in 

Bangladesh  -- Late Oct.-Early Nov. 

An Overseas Worker family have invited a team 

to assist at a conference (November 5-9) for 

workers by leading worship and providing child 

care to enable a true retreat and renewal 

experience for families in attendance.  Additional 

service opportunity in an orphanage, a clinic, 

and/or in the overseas workers home town. 

 

 

mailto:agunderson@hmcchurch.org
mailto:criternest@aol.com
mailto:mkeller@hmcchurch.org
mailto:shorst@hmcchurch.org
http://www.good-works.net/
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5. Atmore Alabama Poarch Community 

Mennonite Church -- July 24-August 1 

Poarch Community Church and Harrisonburg 

Mennonite Church cooperates to host a vacation 

Bible school for the Poarch community. Poarch is 

a Native American historically Mennonite church. 

Through the years our sister-church relationship 

with PCC is a time of joy, making new friends, 

reunion with old friends, work and play. Each 

year there is a different grouping of HMC 

members that heads south. There is always room 

for individuals and families to join in the week-

long experience. Though VBS is the focus each 

year, there is time for personal reflection, play, 

and projects at the church. Put yourself among 

Native Americans and HMC friends to discover 

your common need for love and grace in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

FROM THE DE NLINGERS 
"Should we, or should we not go to court?" That was 

the question facing the Messianic believers in 

Beersheba, Israel. The Messianic movement in Israel 

is truly flourishing! Not since the first centuries have 

there been indigenous congregations serving the Lord 

in the land He once walked. This is truly a work of 

rebuilding; a spiritual rebuilding that is taking place 

throughout Israel. But along with that there has arisen 

a violent opposition. 

Several years ago the congregation in Beersheba had 

experienced a violent demonstration. The extremist 

religious Jews called the riot a "prayer gathering." It 

turned into a full-scale riot that lasted some three 

hours - and ended only after the police were called to 

the scene, including the riot squad.  The chief rabbi of 

Beersheba, after receiving false information from an 

anti-Messianic organization, had spread false and 

slanderous information to the rabbis throughout the 

city. As a result, approximately 500 ultra-Orthodox 

Jews descended on the Beersheba congregation. They 

destroyed property of this peaceful congregation, 

accosted several of the believers, and even fought 

with a number of the 70 policemen that came to quell 

the riot. All of this for no other reason than the 

congregantsô faith in Jesus being Israelôs Messiah. 

The anti-Messianic organization and the rabbi have 

stated that their objective is to get rid of Messianic 

Jews.  The following day the rabbi gave a radio 

interview in which he mentioned his desire to "forget 

the law" and just get rid of the Messianics.   

In a process that took over a year, the congregation 

consulted with other Messianic leaders around the 

country. The consensus that emerged was that as 

members of a free society, to confront those breaking 

the law was perhaps even more of an obligation than 

a right. The congregation believes it needs to be 

calling to account ultra-orthodox Jews who spread 

malicious lies and slander and perpetrate violence. At 

the same time, there was total unity among the leaders 

that the goal was neither to win the case nor to avoid 

persecution, but above all else to glorify God in the 

manner He chose. 

The congregation believes it has sufficient evidence 

to receive compensation for an illegal protest against 

the lawful right to express its faith. So it took before 

the court the chief rabbi and the organization passing 

on the false information to him. The chief lawyer 
chosen was K, who has been a friend of Garry's over the 

years ever since K joined the congregation in Haifa and 

married a girl from there, who is a friend of Ruth's. Garry 

has been praying with K, supporting him spiritually, and 

accompanying him to these court cases. K is a 

Messianic Jew who immigrated in the 1980's. He had 

won cases in the US Supreme Court. Now he lives 

and practices law in Haifa.  K has been repeatedly 

frustrated during this trial by the limitations paced on 

him during the questioning of the main defendant plus 

the refusal of the judge to admit the very 

incriminating material of the radio interview. K began 

receiving serious threats by phone even before the 

case was actually filed. He does not consider them to 

be empty words in view of the bomb delivered to the 

Ortiz family 2 years ago that almost killed their son 

(mentioned in a previous prayer letter). 
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The Messianic Jewish pastor of the congregation says: 

"Our nation was reestablished on the ashes of people 

killed simply because they were Jewish. We, who 

believe that the writings of Moses and the prophets 

point to Jesus being the promised messiah, are being 

targeted for our belief. Our services have been viciously 

disrupted; a development that is the result of years of 

insult and contempt. Will this now lead to pogroms and 

worse? The current laws of Israel regarding its citizens 

do not sanction trespassing onto private property, 

disrupting religious services, assaulting individuals or 

destroying property because of differences in religious 

beliefs."  

Messianic Jews Seeking To Establish Their Rights as 

Equal Jewish Citizens.  Before the most recent hearing 

on November 23, a day was set apart by the believing 

community as a national day of worship and 

intercession. Garry joined many faithful and interested 

fellow believers from different cities of Israel, all of 

whom were praying fervently during the entire trial. The 

next and final day in court is scheduled for Tuesday, 

March 9. 

The anticipation of the scheduled final day in court on 

March 9th is increasing.  Believers from all around 

Israel and from other nations are praying for so much 

is at stake. Believers in Israel are suffering many 

challenges to their faith not unlike those faced by 

many believers in gospel-resistant countries around 

the world. Messianic believers in Jesus are seeking 

through this court case to establish their rights as 

equal Jewish citizens of the State of Israel.  

You are invited to join in prayer for this day.  

 Pray that the righteousness of God to be revealed 

through the proceedings of the day, and especially in 

the verdict which the judge will deliver alone (no 

juries exist in Israel). 

 Pray for wisdom to be given to K as he prepares his 

final questioning of the defendant and his final 

arguments. Pray also for his protection. 

 Jewish extremists hate Messianic Jews for believing in 

Yeshua and maintaining their Jewish identity  Pray for 

these extremists so that they may have their hearts 

changed. 

As the Messianic Jewish pastor of the congregation 

says: "It is already known through the Scriptures that 

Israel at present is opposed to the good news of God, 

so we are not out to make them an enemy. For the 

sake of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, Israel and 

her people are beloved by God the Father for His 

honor and glory, and for the honor and glory of His 

Son." 

MELODY TOBIN'S UPDAT E      
By Carol Tobin 

Dear friends, 

Melody has now been in Albania for 2 months. It's hard 

to comprehend how a short period of time can bring so 

many changes! One of the sweetest comments she has 

made is that she has a new admiration for us as 

parents,... in our struggles to learn Thai! Now that she 

has her own experience of 2 months of language study 

and is facing the 

enormous frustration that 

every language learner 

faces: She realizes that 

though she longs to 

communicate on a more 

than surface level with 

her Muslim host parents 

and other people that she 

is meeting, she is really 

not able to do so. She can see clearly that 6 months in 

the country barely allows her to scratch the surface of 

getting to know people, let alone be positioned to walk 

with them in new found faith. All of this conspires to 

make her feel very useless. We simply encourage her 

that this is part of what it feels like to go as a cross-

cultural ambassador! 

And despite her feeling that she is not doing "enough," 

we smile and wave over Skype at her host parents, who 

in halting English say, "She is a very good girl!"  An 

interesting possibility has emerged that has her really 

seeking the Lord: She has been asked by long-term 

workers if she might consider returning in the fall. They 

are considering whether she might live with their family 

and help with the ministry. We are pleased at the favor 

she is experiencing. This is what we as parents long to 

see - that her steps of faith would open doors of service 

and direction would emerge.  We invite you to join in 

prayer that Melody would wisely discern her way - 

hearing from the Lord as to whether and why she should 

respond to this invitation. One thing she can see already: 

It is helping her to realize that she is not relishing a 

REAL adjustment back to the US. So, Lord, we ask you 

to lead Melody day by day. Make her a blessing there in 

her host family home. Assure her that You are with her, 

leading her and helping her to discover Your call on her 

life.  I want to take this opportunity to thank you again, 

in behalf of her Care Team, for your financial and 

prayer support. We haven't seen as many team prayer 

updates as we had expected. Hopefully, now that formal 

language study is over, and other ways of engaging are 

stepping up, we will be hearing more!! Again - thank 

you so much! 
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CENTRAL ASIAN UPDATE  

The Educational Center that James (son of Lowell & 

Janet W.) and Melani are starting in Central Asia, has 

received government approval to begin classes.  Even 

before advertising they have had 89 students 

preregister.  Classes are expected to start the week of 

February 15
th

.  (Funds are needed for the final 

purchase of furniture, computers, and textbooks.) 

 James & Melani continue to have almost weekly 

faith conversations with a family who recently 

watched the Jesus video with them. Building and 

strengthening relationships in the community is going 

well.  There is a lot of openness and interest in faith 

discussions but as of yet no commitments to regular 

Bible Study.  Please pray with them that a small 

group will desire regular Bible Study and 

discipleship. 

They also are looking for a home school 

teacher/helper and for an English teacher to join them 

for the ó10/ô11 school year.  They may be contacted at 

jamesnmel@postworld.net for more information. (For 

security reasons full names & location cannot be 

published.) 

RIDDLES UPDATE  

On January 15, 2007 we got on a plane in Philadelphia, 

PA and came to a whole new world.  Three years later 

we call this new world ñhomeò.  God has blessed us 

greatly in the past three years with people who support 

us in many ways in the States and also with new 

relationships and friends here in Italy.  We continue to 

move forward and are excited to see where God takes us 

and His church in the years to come! 

On January 9th, 2010 we 
recelebrated Thanksgiving 
here in Bari!   There was 
turkey, ham, mashed 
potatoes, corn, peas, 
bread, gravy, pumpkin 
desserts and apple pies on 
the table as 26 people 
gathered around the table 
in our living room!  It was 
a great time for all who 
were there and was an 
opportunity for us to invite 
people from the local 

community as well as members of the church and 
have them interacting with one another.   

We played games that we brought from the States 
including Ugly Doll, Rush Hour (a very appropriate 
game for Bari) and Wavy Seas.  We also played Corn 
Hole on the new set that we constructed here and 
painted as the American and Italian flags.  We had a 
lot of fun.  

It was also an opportunity to share with some of our 
friends why we are here.  At the end of the evening, 
we were able to share our testimony with a friend of 
ours who is not a part of the church community.  It 
has been difficult during the past year with the loss of 
a spouse and now having to raise two children alone.  
In our testimony, we shared the hope that we have 
within us (1 Peter 3:15) and the hope that all can have 
within.   

Our prayer is that this meal will bear fruit in the 
future as we do more things like this and continue to 
share the Hope of Christ with many others in the 
community.  

There have been many things that have changed for 

us over the past six months since our return from the 

States and part of that is the number of things that we 

are involved in.  We are now leading a Bible study in 

our home with a couple; doing a Bible study in 

English with a lady in her home; working with a 

family and their two year old twins and also working 

to build a group of guitarists in the church.   

In many ways, we have been stretched in the last six 

months as we are reaching out more and pushing our 

knowledge of the language and the culture.  But, God 

has been faithful and has given us the strength and 

wisdom to follow the path he has for us.  We are 

excited to see how some of these new ministries turn 

out in the weeks and months to come. 

We as for your prayers for the following: 

 Safe travels in our upcoming vacation. 

 Strength and wisdom as we continue to reach out 

into the community around us. 

 New families at church that have started to attend 

and those that want to attend. 

 The young people of the church and that this 

group would grow in many ways. 

Chris & Melody Riddle 

Via Luigi Ferrannini  27/E 

70125 Bari, Italia 

mailto:jamesnmel@postworld.net
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CLASS NEWSéé 
 

Agape Class 

We are studying the quarterly with Rowland Shank as 

our teacher. 

Sam and Judi Espinoza spent six weeks in Mexico 

while Sam taught in the seminary.  They visited their 

children on the way to Mexico.   

Dave and Ruth Emswiler spent most of the month in 

Florida.  Sue Guengerich visited Ruthie for a few 

days.   

The class continues with our monthly prayer and 

praise and our Dutch treat.   

Bobby and Lorraine Good and Merv and Linda Miller 

visited friends including Gordon and Linda White in 

Florida.   

Several class members prepared HARTS meals, one 

supper and one breakfast. 

 

Koinonia Class     

Sunday School class studies:  We have just 

finished our term with Tim Davis leading us in 

discussions about how to find the will of God.  This 

spring quarter we will be having Craig Maven lead us 

using the Sunday School quarterly. 

Class activities:  In January we had game night at 

Ann and Sherman Eberlys.  We played "Crazy 

Bridge."  Lots of laughter and some good eating made 

the evening a success.  In February we attended the 

musical "Oklahoma" put on by JMU students.  We 

gathered beforehand at Phil and Lois Kreiders for 

delicious snacks and fellowship before we went to the 

play.  Also, in February, there was  a shower for Betty 

Weaver.  In March we will have our Sunday School 

class retreat.  We will also be greeters at church. 

Individual Members:  Our sympathies to Kurt and 

June Boshart in the death of an uncle, and also to 

Allon and Doris Lefever in the death of Doris' 

mother.   

Betty Weaver had a son named Kamari Rashaan.  

Mother and baby are doing well. 

Lighthouse Fellowship 
 

The news from the Lighthouse Class is 

longer than usual because it covers the last two 

quarters. 

Some from the class, like Mike and Sone Stemple, 

visited with members of their family at Christmas-

time.  As a class we celebrated the season together on 

December 6 at the home of Roger and Doris 

Oberholtzer.  It was a great time of sharing food and 

laughter together, remembering also Jody Vothôs 

birthday that day.   

Several in the class have outreach ministries to report.  

Sylvia Weaver received training for the Harrisonburg 

Crisis Pegnancy Center and reminded the class of the 

significance of the Right to Life Sunday.  Kelly 

Heatwole reported on her Kairos ministry in Gouchland 

prison.  Lou Ann Keating and Kelly Heatwole 

coordinated the classô participation in the HARTS 

program hosted by HMC during the last week of 

January.  Debbie Smeeton continues to process the 

weekly ñconnection cardsò that help identify visitors in 

Praise Fellowship and encourage congregational 

feedback to the leadership.   

Ken Horst reported on his recent trip to Honduras 

where he helped prepare for an expanded work of 

Virginia Mennonite Missions.  Skip and Carol Tobin 

reported good outcomes from their recent two week trip 

to Southeast Asia. They reported that their daughter 

Melody is adjusting well to her work in her cultural 

setting of Albania.   Joe Martin  participated in a week 

long medical trip to Honduras.  Cindy Green is 

continuing the application process for appointment as a 

missionary with Wycliffe Bible Translators.  She has 

two upcoming art exhibits.  One, called ñThe Journeyò 

will focus on Jesusô last days, death, resurrection and 

accession, will be in the local offices of WMRA from 

March 1 through May 28.   The second, on the bride of 

Christ will be installed at Union University in Jackson, 

Tennessee.  It can be visited from March 15 to April 15.  

Dan Hoopert continues his research and writing that 

will assist Bible translation in many parts of the world.  

Jacob and Hosanna Thomas left with their two 

small children to resume their life in southern Asia.  It 

was such a joy to share fellowship with them during 

these last six months and our prayer go with them.  

Lee and Jody have been busy since the 2nd of 

January, caring for their three grandchildren, due to 

their son-in-law, Merlinôs, serious skiing accident. 
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About mid-February, Kevin Rutledge returned to Saudi 

Arabia to teach English for this semester.  Jan and 

Abby expect to return to Saudi Arabia with him in the 

fall.   Jessica is presently a second semester senior 

taking five advanced placement classes and preparing 

for the ñJoseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream 

Coatò musical to be presented in February.   Abby made 

the JV soccer team at HHS and is excited to be 

involved. 

 

Other class members have focused on local activities.  

Mike Lehman is coaching a seventh grade basketball 

team at Eastern Mennonite School.  Amy Lehman 

participated in Broadway High Schoolôs production 

of ñWhite Christmas.ò  Pam and Jon Kanagy are 

getting their kids settled in college.  (The class was 
delighted to have the opportunity to help one of their 

daughters (Mandy) to participate in an outreach to 

earthquake stricken Haiti.  The class responded 

generously when asked to help with the expenses.  

Laurie  Hartman  has started helping serve the 

Wednesday evening meals.  Along with Maria  

Hostetter, Kelly Heatwole taught a four part series on 

healthy eating over a series of Wednesday nights.  

Elbert Detwiler  reported his mother just celebrated her 

101st birthday!  He also reported that he and fellow class 

member Conley McMullen had an enjoyable lunch 

together.  Carol Hall  is reorganizing the ministry of 

ushering for the services in Praise Fellowship.   Several 

in Lighthouse help in the childrenôs and youth 

ministries on a regular basis, including Doris 

Oberhaltzer, Sone Stemple, Liz and Curt Martin 

and Carol Hall.  Also, not local but exciting, was the 

news that on February 14 Ken and Sue Horst 

become grandparents again. 

This (Dec-Feb) quarter Donald Smeeton taught a 

series entitled ñMe and My Emotionsò that offered 

the class the opportunity to understand their emotions 

in light of scripture and psychology.  The ñseriesò 

was very brief due to the cancellation of several 

classes because of holiday activities and the snowy 

weather.  The next term Lighthouse Class will be 

meeting in the Sanctuary with several other classes in 

ñGlocalò emphasis on outreach. 

Many from Lighthouse and some from the newly 

formed Open Frontiers class enjoyed a weekend retreat 

(February 12-13) facilitated by Kevin Clark from 

Eastern Mennonite Seminary.  He led in a spiritual 

exercise that encouraged the participants to see their 

story in the full span of the biblical narrative.  

 

Open Circle Class  

Craig Maven was our discussion leader during the 

winter quarter based on the book of Matthew, using 

the adult "quarterly."  The sessions were very 

interesting and stimulating. 

Class activities:  Our annual Valentine dinner was 

held at HMC.  The Jr. MYF and their sponsors 

prepared and served the meal.  The food was 

delicious, and the Jr. MYF'ers served us well.  Craig 

and Wendy Maven and Tim and Charlene Davis were 

our guests.  Tim and 

Charlene were chosen 

as the Valentine 

couple of the 

evening.  They were 

given crowns to wear 

and an assortment of 

Valentine mementos.  

Craig, Wendy, Tim, 

and Charlene sang a 

love song for us.  The 

remainder of the time 

Tim and Charlene shared parts of their lives with us--

where they came from, how they came to HMC, some 

of their struggles, and where they will be going when 

they leave us this summer.  We will miss their 

musical expertise and radiant smiles after their 

departure.   

Our class provided a meal for the HARTS group 

while they were at HMC a week in January." THANK 

YOU SO MUCH. 

Linda Miller and Geneva Suter planned a trip to 

Washington D.C. on February 4th to see an exhibit of 

the Terra Cotta Warriors at the National Geographic 

Museum.  These are the original warriors from 240-

220 B.C. in China.  Thjey were discovered in 1974.  

Much could be said about them.  We also toured the 

Washington National Cathedral.  The guide was so 

knowledgeable and explained about the beautiful 

windows besides other things about the cathedral.  

We also visited the American History Museum.  

Seven persons from the Agape and Open Circle went 

along and a number from the Linville Church of the 

Brethren and Park View Mennonite Church.  We had 

a nice group of 37 persons that we learned to know.  

We had a very good time.  Guess what!  That was the 

only day that it didn't snow that week!   
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Jay and Geneva Suter have raveled a number of times to 

Pennsylvania to help their daughter and son-in-law 

move on December 4 from Gettysburg to 

Mechanicsburg which is very near Messiah College.  

Helping move just doesn't go as easy as it used to do.  

From February 20 to March 2 they are keeping their 

granddog, Afrin.   

Wayne and Doris North celebrated Christmas at 

Highland Retreat Center with their entire family 

present.  An enjoyable time was had by all.   

Harold and Mickey Eby, Stanley and Nancy Cline, 

Orden and Reba Harman joined the "snow birds" in 

Sarasota, Florida for the month of February.  They 

enjoyed some time with others from our Sunday School 

class--Joe and Mary Louise Brunk and Lloyd and Lois 

Miller--who spend the entire winter in Florida.   

Our sympathy is extended to Lois and Lloyd Miller on 

the death of Lois' sister and to Joe and Mary Louise 

Brunk on the death of Joe's sister.   

Orden Harman sustained a foot fracture, which has 

healed nicely, in time to go south.   

Ken and June Marie Weaver were in Tennessee four 

days while Ken attended two days of training in various 

aspects of maintaining and running a mill.   

Ruth Kiser is enjoying better days after weeks of 

chemo.  She is grateful for all who prayed for her during 

this difficult time.   

************* 

 

Harrisonburg Mennonite Church 
 

 

Devotional éIs Your Hut Burning? 
Author Unknown (from the internet) 

The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a 

small, uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly for 

God to rescue him, and every day he scanned the 

horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. 

 

Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut 

out of driftwood to protect him from the elements, 

and to store his few possessions. But then one day, 

after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his 

little hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky.  

The worst had happened; everything was lost. He was 

stunned with grief and anger.  "God, how could you 

do this to me!" he cried. 

 

Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the 

sound of a ship that was approaching the island.  It 

had come to rescue him.  "How did you know I was 

here?" asked the weary man of his rescuers. 

 

"We saw your smoke signal," they replied. 

 

It is easy to get discouraged when things are going 

bad. But we shouldn't lose heart, because God is at 

work in our lives, even in the midst of pain and 

suffering. Remember, next time your little hut is 

burning to the ground----it just may be a smoke signal 

that summons grace of God. 

 

For all the negative things we have to say to 

ourselves, God has a positive answer for it: 

 

You say:  "It's impossible" 

God says: All things are possible (Luke 18:27) 

 

You say:  "I'm too tired" 

God says: I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 

You say: "I'm always worried and frustrated" 

God says: Cast all your cares on ME (I Peter 5:7) 

 

You say: "I can't figure things out" 

God says: I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 

You say: "I can't do it" 

God says: You can do all things (Philippians 4:13) 

 

You say: "I'm not able" 

God says: I am able (II Corinthians 9:8) 

Our Desire is toé.. 

 

Connect with Godôs Presence in 

Worship 

Connect with Godôs Life in Growth  

Connect with Godôs Purpose in Mission 
 

Mission Statement 

God calls us to be followers of Jesus 

Christ and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit to grow through worship, 

proclamation, equipping, and 

encouraging so that God’s healing and 

hope will flow from within us to others 

across the street and around the world.  
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Sympathy 

 Alan and Marianne Ritchie on the death of 

Alanôs father, Roy Lee Ritchie, on December 

31. 

 Liz and Jerry Yoder on the death of Lizôs 
sister, Mary Heatwole, on January 1. 

 Joe and Mary Louise Brunk and family on the 

death of Joeôs sister, Ellen Griffin on January 

2. 

 Roy and Mary Yoder on the death of Royôs 
mother, Amanda Yoder, on January 7. 

 Ron and Annamary Pierantoni on the death of 

Ronôs brother, Daniel ñDavidò, January 31. 

 Doris and Allon Lefever on the death of 

Dorisô mother, Roberta, on February 17. 

March-April Calendar  

March 16-April 27.  Beth Moore Bible Study 

resumes:  ñDanielðLives of 

Integrity, Words of Prophecy.ò 

Tuesday mornings 9-11 and 

evenings 6:30-8:15. 

March 16. Church Council 7:00 pm, A2 

March 21.  Discovery 301: ñDiscovering My 

Ministryò 4:00-7:30 pm; 

Fellowship Hall 

April 25. Choristers Spring Musical 5:00 pm, 

Sanctuary  

  

 

HMC Ministry Staff      434-4463 

 
Craig Maven, Lead Pastor of Sanctuary Fellowship; 

ext. 104; cmaven@hmcchurch.org  

 

Luke Weaver, Lead Pastor of Praise Fellowship; ext. 

105; lweaver@hmcchurch.org  

 

Fred Miller, Administrator, Adult Sunday School; ext. 

102; fmiller@hmcchurch.org  

 

Mark Keller, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and 

Missional Activities; ext. 106; 

mkeller@hmcchurch.org 

 

Lenora Bell, Director of Childrenôs Ministry; ext. 107 

lbell@hmcchurch.org  

 

April Gunderson, Director: Care and Counsel; ext. 

103;  agunderson@hmcchurch.org  

 

Kara Yoder, Interim Director of Youth Ministries; ext 

119;   kaelleh@yahoo.com  

 

Steve Horst, Director of Young Adult Ministries and 

PF Music; ext. 108; shorst@hmcchurch.org 

 

Church Office, ext 100; slehman@hmcchurch.org  

 

Our staff wants to be available to you in time 

of need. If you have an emergency and are 

unable to make contact with the person you 

need, contact Pastor Craig (476-2043) or 

Pastor Luke (476-2047).  
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