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“No other foundation can anyone lay. . . than that. . . in Jesus Christ” 
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BETTER TOGETHER  
              By Pastor Luke Weaver 

On a picnic table at the church campout, several of us discussed that felt need for relationship and 
the difficulty of achieving honest sharing even in our Sunday School classes. We need each other 
but find it difficult to share our real world.  

That afternoon I checked the World Cup scores from South Africa. Short observation revealed  
that soccer is a team sport. The star athletes would be nothing without their supporting cast. 
Unfortunately for Cavalier fans, the NBA finals did not include this year’s Most Valuable Player, 

LeBron James. The reason, the supporting cast was not strong enough. LeBron James’ quest for an NBA 
Championship remains illusive.  

But wait a minute; this does not sound very spiritual. The point is that over and over in our world we see 
examples that even the most talented in life need the supporting cast of others to succeed. This is true in the 
church as well. Life is full of challenges and, at times, disheartening trouble. We need a supporting cast. At 
such times, we comprehend the value of our spiritual family. 

Apostle Paul says it this way, “Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way 
like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together 
perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 
healthy and growing and full of love (Eph 4:15, 16; NLT). Christ longs for a spiritual family that supports and 
builds up each other.  

 As a church we have always valued the community of the believers. Yet, it is possible to talk about the theory 
and miss the heart of the matter.  It is not simply a community. That could be a social club or professional 
organization. We are the community of the believers in Jesus Christ possessing the spirit of God. The Word of 
God and the Holy Spirit set the church community in uniqueness.  

Let’s go back to that picnic table conversation.  My friend said, sitting in the warm sunshine, “We put the 
barriers up so quickly,” raising hands in front of her face.  Real community requires admitting our needs and 
our need of each other. Committing to each other requires respect and honesty. There are times when the 
church encourages standard answers at the expense of the deep heart felt questions.  Is it possible to learn more 
about the community of the believers?  

Pastor Craig and I will launch our “Better Together” series at the Summer’s End Festival, September 12. 
God’s Word will help us sharpen our lives. The Holy Spirit will awaken and refine our application of generous 
living. My prayer is that we together will stand in the authority Paul spoke of in 2 Corinthians 10:8, “the 
authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling you down (NIV). The “Better Together” 
series will run through October 17. For Sunday School or small group materials contact Sharon Lehman or 
Pastor Luke.  
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Personal Testimony of Christian Faith�
by Manohar Pathak�

Background:�
I was born in a high cast Brahmin family in Gorkha 
District, Nepal. I am the first son of a military man 
who fought in the Second World War under Indian 
army. Though we belonged to high cast Brahmin, 
we had broader perspectives on faith and cultural 
understanding as my parents and grandparents had 
national and international exposures.�

Contact with Christians:�
In 1968, I was admitted into the Chipleti Janta 
School run by United Mission to Nepal where I was 
exposed to Christianity. December 25, 1973 I went 
to Amppipal Janta School to continue my middle 
school and attended my first Christmas party at the 
UMN Amppipal Hospital. This was the first time I 
heard about Jesus. Pastor David Mashiha and his 
wife Annama were the first Nepali Christians I met. 
Annama from Kerala, India was the first missionary 
Christian who shared the Good News to me though 
I was quite young to understand religious 
differences.  I was influenced by anti-Christian 
persons. �

In 1974, I joined Butwal Technical Institute, 
another UMN school where I was able to learn 
more about the Christian faith through hostel 
parents. I met Pastor Simon Pandey who was from 
my neighboring Ghorka village and a convert to 
Christian faith. While I was in Butwal, I joined the 
Nepal Communist Party and started to work 
actively. We created lots of problems to BTI and in 
the end all 54 students were expelled in February, 
1977.�

Changes in Attitude:�
In October 1977, I went to Kanchanpur in search of 
a job and started working with Timber Corporation 
of Nepal Ltd. I purchased a piece of land in 1978 
and migrated from the hills to live in the plains of 
Nepal. While I was preparing for my School 
Leaving Certificate in 1979, I happened to meet a 
person named Bhakta Bahadur Darjee. Though 
living in neighborhood, I did not know his faith 
before. He had accepted Jesus as his personal savior 
and every morning read his Bible. �

I used to think that people who belonged to lower 
castes and were poor did not know the modern 
world, and people who became Christians only 

wanted a job overseas or other opportunities. I 
checked my assumptions and compared them with 
Mr. Darjee. He was in a remote village and though 
he was still a Darjee (low caste), had enough land 
and hard labor to make his livelihood. Except for 
India, he never had the opportunity to go out of 
Nepal. He was the only Christian in the village and 
there were no churches within a days walking 
distance. He had to travel to either Rupaidiha or 
Lucknow to attend Sunday church services.�

 This not only changed my thinking pattern but also 
developed positive attitudes about Christianity. I 
started reading available Christian materials and 
passed it to him so that he also could read it. Instead 
of trying to find fault among Christian literature and 
practices, I started to meditate on the word of God; 
particularly applying it to my personal life. �

Accept Christ as My Personal Savor:�
In May 1982, I was married with Kamala Devi 
Pathak. She had three miscarriages by 1984. My 
parents visited several people and checked 
horoscopes. In conclusion, they insisted that I 
remarry a second time. I considered this unlawful 
and ‘dhoka’ to my beloved wife. �

For the first time in my life I used Bible verses, 
Matthew 5:32 and Ephesians 5:28, to protect myself 
from adultery and to protect the rights of my 
beloved wife as well. I used to use Bible to find 
mistakes and condemn Christians and their faith, 
but now I started to use it to unite and strengthen 
my own family. �

We left our home in Kanchanpur and moved to 
Butwal for better medical treatment for my wife and 
also to escape from committing a second marriage. 
We joined the Butwal Jyoti Church. The church 
offered fellowship opportunities including youth 
fellowship, women’s fellowship, house fellowships, 
etc. �

According to horoscopes, I was told that my wife 
would die in early January and even if she survived 
she would never be able to have a child. This time 
was important for us to pray, meditate on Word of 
God and realize and test how trustworthy our Lord 
God is. We claimed His Word Mark 11:22-24 and 
God assured us of his faithfulness.�

I was baptized on 16 August, 1985 with my wife by 
Dr. Simon Pandey at Butwal Jyoti Church, Butwal. �
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Growth in Christian Life Then and Now: �
Being a convert from a high cast Brahmin caste and 
extreme communist background, life was not easy. I 
faced several accusations from my family back at 
home as well as in work place. Some threatened to 
report to police because of a law against conversion 
to another religion. No matter what people said, we 
grew in faith, walking closely with Christ, listening 
and following the guidance of Holy Spirit. �

January 1987, I was nominated and accepted the 
treasurer position for Butwal Jyoti Church and also 
the secretary position for the National Churches 
Fellowship of Nepal, Western Region in which I 
continued till 1999. During this period, I not only 
grew in Christ but also was transformed by the 
renewal of mind seeking His will. �

As I accepted Christ as my Lord and personal savior 
in 1985, I got a vision to empower Nepali churches 
in management, organizational development and 
sustainability and was provided with the like 
minded people with whom Promote-Nepal was 
formed. Currently I work with Nepali churches to 
achieve this vision. �

In May 2007, I was anointed as an Elder by Butwal 
Jyoti Church and held responsible for Mahima Jyoti 
Church, one of its daughter churches in Butwal. �

Conclusion:�

Even though I went through a lot of hardship when I 
first believed in Christ, I have been blessed by him 
throughout my life. My wife is still healthy and we 
have been blessed with two children. I used to 
worry about how my family relationships and 
friendships were going to change because of my 
conversion but a lot of my family members 
including my mother have converted to Christianity. 
I have been blessed with friendship from other 
church organization members. Throughout the years 
I have learned that if you trust in the Lord, he will 
always watch over and provide for you. We just 
need to have faith in him and completely trust and 
commit our life to him�

Note:  Manohar Pathak was the speaker at the 
HMC Camp Out this year.  He was a student in the 
EMU Summer Peace Building Institute before 
returning to Nepal June 29.  His first born, a 
daughter, graduated this year from EMU with a 
nursing degree and has passed her state RN license 
exam. 

Drinking from My Saucer  
John Paul Moore 

I’ve never made a fortune  
And it’s probably too late now. 
But I don’t worry about that much. 
I’m happy anyhow. 
 
And as I go along life’s way, 
I’m reaping better than I sowed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
I haven’t got a lot of riches, 
And sometimes the going’s tough. 
But I’ve got loved ones around me 
And that makes me rich enough. 
 
I thank God for his blessings, 
And the mercies He’s bestowed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer,  
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
I remember times when things went wrong, 
My faith wore somewhat thin, 
But all at once the dark clouds broke, 
And the sun peeped through again. 
 
So God, help me not to gripe about 
The tough rows that I’ve hoed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
If God gives me strength and courage, 
When the way grows steep and rough, 
I’ll not ask for other blessings, 
I’m already blessed enough. 
 
And may I never be too busy, 
To help others bear their loads. 
Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
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THE GREEN PAGES by Creation Care 

Recycling Takes Work 
Have you heard someone say, “If they make me sort 
the types of paper and plastics for recycling, I’m not 
going to bother; it’s not worth my time”? It’s 
aggravating, to be sure, when the rules for recycling 
change or when they require more sorting and 
fussing. But who are you punishing when you 
refuse? -- The city? The trash people? God? 

Jesus said about the people that griped at God, “I 
played the flute for you but you wouldn’t dance.” 
Not recycling hurts everyone in several ways. 
Without recycling we fill up our landfill sooner, 
causing us to dig more scars on the land. Do you 
like the white plastic hillside of the Rockingham 
County landfill? It’s visible for 20 miles to the west. 
When asked why we had a white plastic hillside, 
one pastor said, “They’re afraid that rainfall will 
create poison which will get into the water table. 
The plastic has to stay until Jesus comes.” Do we 
need more landfills, more engineering mistakes to 
mar the land and endanger our health? Recycling 
reduces those risks. 

Recycling allows used products and containers to be 
remanufactured into new items at a fraction of the 
original cost. Recycling saves us money. Recycling 
reduces the need for mining raw materials. If you 
dislike the impacts of crude oil in the Gulf of 
Mexico, clearcuts in forest, and mountain top 
removal in West Virginia, you need to recycle. 
Recycling helps reduce those impacts. 

Recycling gives us a chance to tend the earth and 
exercise our will-power for good. Parents fuss with 
their children to clean up after themselves around 
their home. The truth is, we all need to learn that 
lesson, and it takes work. Gardening takes work. 
Keeping flowers in the yard takes work. Keeping 
our homes clean and maintained takes hard work. 
We shouldn’t be surprised that it takes work to 
recycle. It’s part of keeping house and home on 
earth. In fact, it’s part of the original cost.  

We’d like to think that when we pay for something, 
we’re done with paying, but that’s just not so. An 
American Indian saying goes something like this, 
“You didn’t inherit from your fathers. You 
borrowed from your grandchildren.” Recycling is 
one way to return in good shape what we borrowed. 
Don’t shirk your debt to your children’s children. 

Summary of Creation Care Projects to Date 
It’s been a busy and satisfying three years. The 
HMC Creation Care has implemented several 
notable projects. We hope you’ve noticed and enjoy 
them too. 

Creation Care Path –  
(1) Pathway envisioned, designed, and approved 

through HMC Council, 2008;  
(2) Walking path established, November 2008; 
(3) Plants, shrubs, and trees planted 2008 until 

present, with funding from an appeal to adult 
Sunday School classes, a grant from the VA 
RC&D, and other donations of cash and trees. 

(4) Signage created and installed, 2009;  
(5) Interpretive meditations envisioned and 

written, 2009-10; and  
(6) Walking path maintained by the good services 

of Weaver Tiller, 2009 to present. 

Awareness campaigns –  
(1) HMC bulletin board installed in hallway near 

main church entrance with periodic posters, 
2007 to present; and 

(2) Articles written for The Tidings, 2007 to 
present. 

Home efficiency evaluations –  
(1) Tom Benevento spoke on two Wednesday 

evenings on energy efficiency and 
conservation , with the film "Kilowatt ours" in 
2008. HMC members and those from some 
other community churches attended; 

(2) Tom Benevento conducted an energy audit for 
the HMC building; and 

(3) He also conducted an example home energy 
assessment (at the Akerson's) to help HMC 
homeowners understand how to reduce their 
own heating/cooling costs. 

Green kitchen –  
(1) HMC Creation Care began providing 

dishwashing for Wednesday meals in an effort 
to reduce the use of disposable dishes and 
utensils, 2009 to present; and  

(2) Other church meal events began providing 
dishwashing as a result of the example; 2010. 

HMC Community Garden After a 'how to' 
meeting with Tom Benevento…   

(1) Created a community taskforce to assess the 
HMC property for a likely garden location and 
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invite neighboring resident participation. This 
involved the county extension agent Amber 
Volotton, a soil scientist, local residents, and 
HMC members), 2009;  

(2) Established the first set of 16 garden plots 
(@16’x20’), 2009;  

(3) Fenced and gated the original area, 2009;  

(4) Expanded the garden to include a total of 48 
plots, 2010;  

(5) Built a green house with the direction of 
Aaron Johnson, April, 2010;  

(6) Fenced and gated the new plots, 2010; and 

(7) Began holding Wednesday evening gardening 
potlucks in the HMC pavilion for community 
outreach, 2010.  

Creation Care public events –  
(1) Helped to plan and participated in a 

Harrisonburg Creation Care weekend 
sponsored by MMA along with other area 
Mennonite and Brethren churches, April 
2009; and 

(2) Helped to plan and participated in Earth Week 
activities with other area churches.  Hosted the 
showing of the movie, "Renewal" at 
Clementines, April 2010. 

(3) Hosted Mitch Hescox of Evangelical 
Environmental Network for a potluck and 
evening service as he was walking  from a 
mountain-top removal site in WVA to the first 
national day of prayer for creation care in 
Washington D.C. About 30 attended from a 
variety of faith traditions.  May 2010;  

(4) Participated in the Interfaith Vigil for the Gulf 
of Mexico, June 2010 

 
We would love to have your participation. Many 
of the activities above were thought up by the 
participants. We love to run with good ideas. 
 
'Submitted by James Akerson who works for the 
Federal Parks and Recreation and who has been 
called to Florida to help with the Gulf oil spill.  
He has been working 14 hour days 7 days per 
week in the hot Florida sun and reports that he 
feels "privileged" to be part of this effort. ' 
 

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Garden Update 
If man’s relationship with man and with God was 
first destroyed within a garden, what more beautiful 
setting for the reclaiming and restoring of both? 
HMC’s community garden is in full-swing with 41 
plots being used by gardeners from various cultures, 
communities, ages, and walks-of-life. We’re seeing 
redemption in new ways daily: whole families 
gardening together, gardeners sharing advice on 
both plants and relationships in English and 
Spanish, people strolling the Creation Care Path and 
checking on new growth, neighbors inviting us to 
church, people donating plants and equipment to the 
garden, gardeners sharing meals. Come out and see 
what God is doing in our community garden.  

The following poem was written after a special 
night in the community garden. 

Sembrando (Planting) 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the 

Lord God 
As he was walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day 
And they hid from the Lord God among the trees of 

the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, 
‘Where are you?’ 

 
Lines in my hands lined with dirt   rest 

Palms now beds of earthy streams laid still 
Our silver-blue broccoli, newly bathed 

Sway sensuously under a new-born moon 
 

Fireflies, solemn, light candles 
En nombre de Patri for pilgrims 

Who barefoot brush through shivering emerald 
pews 

Their laughs make our thoughts grow too thick to 
voice 

 
Two plots down Gabriel’s singing 
Lullabying lines of green chiles 

A rumor of new life in roots, in strings 
Pressed reverently beneath a weary hand 

 
Lost between groaning and sweet   rest 

The rope around my chest unravels 
Questions displaced by the ludicrous thought 

That it was, and it is, and it could be 
Good. 
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FROM THE RIDDLES  
During the second week of February, we took a 
family trip to Paris, France.  Ever since we arrived 
here in Italy we have wanted to do some traveling in 
other parts of Europe and this was our first 
opportunity to do so outside of Italy. 

Some of the highlights of the trip were feeding a 
bus load of people focaccia in the middle of a huge 
traffic jam, driving through an 11 km tunnel at the 
border of Italy and France and of course, seeing the 
Eiffel Tower.  We were also able to see Pisa, Italy 
during the trip with its famous tower.  

We visited some friends of ours, Matt, Maria and 
their three children, who are in Paris preparing for 
missions work in Mali.  It was good to catch up 
with them. 

The boys also enjoyed the time that we took to stop 
in northern Italy so that we could have a snowball 
fight!  It was beautiful and one day we hope to be 
able to tour more of northern Italy and the Alps.  
We hope to do that though when it is much warmer 
than it was in February! 

We (Centro Koinonia) have taken our literature 
table to the town of Capurso for a month now and 
have had some interesting interactions with the 
people there.  We are in the open air market that 
takes place every Monday and have many people 
passing by.   

We have built relationships with the vendors closest 
to us on the street and one couple has been very 
open to talking to us about faith and some of the 
things that they are struggling with in their lives.  
We have also met other Evangelicals that are a very 
small minority in a town steeped in tradition. 

We will be here at this market every Monday 
through the end of July handing out Bibles, Gospels 
of John and other literature that we have for the 
people that speak to the issues of life. 

It is a blessing to be out among the people and 
building these new relationships in a new place for 
us as a church community.   

Willard & Eva Eberly will be in the United States 
until the end of July.  For us it means that we will 
be responsible for leading the congregation of 

Centro Koinonia and coordinating the varied 
activities that we will have this summer. 

Do keep Willard & Eva in prayer as they will be 
busy during their time in the States.  It is a good 
time for them to be with family, friends and 
supporters but at the same time it can be very tiring.   

This is also the first time that we will be the leaders 
of the church here, but we have good people to 
work with and we are looking forward to our 
summer events. 

On the weekend of April 24th & 25th, Centro 
Koinonia hosted a group from a church in Vasto, a 
city about two hours north of Bari.  We had a great 
time together as Saturday evening we played a 
game of soccer with some young people from 
Carbonara.  Chris was the only American on the 
field and though he had fun, he was definitely out of 
his league!! 

Saturday night our apartment became a youth hostel 
as we hosted seven of the people that were visiting.  
Though it was a little tight, we appreciated the 
opportunity to get to know some of these fellow 
believers better. 

The young people from Vasto led worship on 
Sunday and Giovanni Greco, the pastor from Vasto, 
brought the message. 

After the worship service we had a fellowship meal 
together and were able to relax and enjoy time 
together.  

Our prayer requests: 
�  For wisdom as we give leadership to the church 

this summer. 
�  Safe travels for Willard and Eva during their 

time in the States. 
�  Michele & Mina, good friends of ours that must 

close their deli so a betting parlor can take the 
place of their store. 

�  The table we have in Capurso that we may be a 
good witness there. 

�  That our friendships continue to grow between 
us and our friends outside the church during the 
summer. 

�  That the church here would experience growth 
not only in our spiritual strength but also in the 
number of people that attend. 
�
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FROM JAMES AND MELANI  
(Lowell and Janet’s son) 

Dear Friends & Family, 

Thank you for your prayers & support. We enjoyed 
hosting guests for much of the month of May.  After 
five years of summer moves/travels, it feels very 
good to not be moving or traveling this summer.  
We are enjoying the first fruits of our garden of 
green beans, peas & zucchini.  Rebecca’s egg 
business had a set back as two of her three hens 
were killed by a neighborhood dog; however, the 
third hen hatched three chicks that we are enjoying 
watching.  We continue the village routines of 
sharing a water pump with neighbors, constant yard 
work including pruning grape vines and learning to 
water the garden & alfalfa through irrigation 
trenches.  Rebecca celebrated an end to her local 
school year June 1st and we hope all the kids’ 
American school work can be finished next week.  
We continue attending neighborhood men’s 
suppers, friends’ birthday parties and even a ladies 
gathering to sew cotton floor mats for an upcoming 
wedding.  It is good to truly feel part of the 
community here.  We wish we could invite each of 
you to a meal and quiet evening on our “karavat” (a 
wooden platform/central Asian style picnic table) 
under our almond trees � . 

On a more difficult note, our community has had 
three recent tragedies.  While most of the 
community is nominally Muslim, a small group of 
men have recently become a bit more fundamental.  
One of them demanded that his wife, a teacher at a 
local school, stop teaching, wear the complete 
Muslim veil, and stay at home.  After several 
months of their fighting about this, he killed her a 
few weeks ago.  In a society where molestations are 
often unreported and not discussed, we have been 
surprised to hear of a recent rape of a four year old 
girl by a stranger.  To make this even worse, the 
police are so worried that they will lose their jobs 
that they have blamed a mentally challenged boy 
from a poor family and seem to have planted 
evidence against him.  Several people began to 
speak up against this further injustice and received 
threats and backed down.  In a community of 
25,000 where many people are interrelated these 
two events have caused quite a stir.  In addition on 
June 1st, a taxi driver from a neighboring town was 
killed in a neighboring country where there has 

been significant ethical tension in the past few 
weeks. 

Please pray with us for: 

·  Peace between the ethnical groups in a 
neighboring country. 

·  The community to realize that religious 
fundamentalism doesn’t bring a closer 
relationship with God. 

·  For opportunities to clearly present the gospel. 

·  For endurance for continued language study. 

·  For justice and transparency to break the grip of 
corruption. 

·  For wisdom about how/when to get involved in 
community struggles. 

·  For our guests as they seek God’s plans for 
international ministry in the coming years. 

·  For an English teacher from Canada, and a home 
school helper from PA who are making final 
preparations for joining us for the coming school 
year. 

Praises: 
·  We received new one year visas in May. 
·  For the two ladies who will be joining the work 

here soon. 
·   For being rooted in this community. 
·  For the opportunity to grieve with the 

community through recent tragedies and to share 
God’s light into these situations. 

·  For the work at the education center going well. 
·  For safety for James and our guests as they 

traveled through some unsettled areas of a 
neighboring country. 

·  For us to be able to take the kids to the capital 
city for a week of Stanford Achievement 
Testing. (And for them to be able to play with 
other American kids there and for the beauty of 
the mountain passes we drove over.) 

·  For special treats of ripe local cherries & 
apricots along with fresh American green beans, 
peas, & zucchini.  (Our corn is just starting to 
tassel.) 

Thank you for standing with us in prayer! 
James and Melani   

(It is fine to correspond directly with us through this 
secure e-mail address. jamesnmel@postworld.net ) 
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FROM THE ROVIN’ TOBINS  
Work!! Maybe we are all inclined to think of 
ourselves as experts since we do so much of it! But 
what is it really?  

It’s something that we have been thinking a lot 
about recently – perhaps because we now find 
ourselves immersed in American society where so 
much of life is defined by it. “Where do you work?  
What do you do?” For all of its importance, our 
observation is that it seems relegated to a place of 
drudgery – like the mud bound end of a seesaw, 
while its counterparts – play, home, or ministry - 
occupy the exalted high-in-the sky position. Other 
activities are full of warmth, energy and meaning. 
Work is something else: either compromised, or 
driven, or so narrowly defined by obligations that 
the life of God gets squeezed out of it.  

As we learn how to engage our new roles here in 
Virginia, we want to say a resounding NO to this 
seesaw view that secularism has laid in our laps. We 
don’t want our lives chopped into prejudged 
categories of what is sacred and what isn’t! We 
believe that the gospel can shine brightly when it is 
allowed to invade and redefine ALL of life, 
including areas where making money is one of the 
bottom lines! As Eugene Peterson says, “The key to 
living vocationally – that is, being God–called, 
Spirit anointed – isn’t getting the right job or career 
but doing ‘king work’ in whatever circumstances 
we find ourselves.” And Kingdom work celebrates 
relationships – with God, with each other, with the 
world around us! He says, “As Christians do the 
jobs and tasks assigned to them in what the world 
calls work, we learn to pay attention to and practice 
what God is doing in love and justice, in helping 
and healing, in liberating and cheering.”  

So, both at home here in America and in our SE 
Asia connections, we want to work in ways that 
celebrate the Kingdom and bring life to every arena 
of our lives, …never mind all of the categories!  

What a privilege! For us, a huge reminder that the 
categories are happily blurred is the fact that funds 
still come in from many of you to enable Eastern 
Mennonite Missions and Virginia Mennonite 
Missions to give us that paycheck! Thank you, each 
one, for your kingdom investment in us! We 
appreciate the ongoing miracle!!  
 

God at work, through the water filter factory!  
Although we made trips to SE Asia both in 
December and in February, I, Skip, packed my bags 
yet another time last month in order to provide 
some timely help with the water filter factory while 
J and L and the twins awaited Simeon’s birth in 
Bangkok.  
With each visit, it becomes increasingly clear just 
how much has been accomplished. J has worked 
very hard! But how significant that he says, “I am 
doing exactly the kind of work that God designed 
me to do!” Though there are many obstacles still to 
overcome, the factory is already carrying the marks 
of the Kingdom.  
Beyond the beautiful property and attractive, 
functional buildings, I found the local staff working 
conscientiously, thinking creatively, and best of all 
enjoying being together. The high level of  
employee ownership appeared to be centered on the 
vision of together producing ceramic water filters 
that are a real and needed blessing to society. On 
the side of the brick kiln, I noticed that someone 
had scrawled with some charcoal in Lao, “We ask 
God to bless.” How wonderful that the staff are 
joining in prayer that God would indeed help 
overcome the present firing difficulties!  
The highlight of my time was relating to Pu Vong 
and Kham Bawn, the two men of Ta Oie tribal 
background that J hired to oversee the firing. Little 
did he know of how his work connected with work 
God was already doing in their lives, and with what 
we believe God wants to do in bringing this mostly 
unreached group of people to Himself. Here are 
their stories:  
Kham Bawn's story  
“The 1st Christians in our area were Grandfather 
Sneeze and Grandmother Noah. Forced to move 
from their province, they came as refugees to the 
south some 25 years ago. They moved into our 
village which is 14km outside the city. Through 
their witness many people in the village came to 
know and trust the Lord Jesus. After some time, a 
church started. Like many in our village, my family 
belonged to an ethnic minority group, with our own 
Mon Khmer language. We Ta Oie people have a 
reputation for being oppressed by evil powers. 
There are very few believers among us.  
For some unexplainable reason, even as a preteen, I 
began to wonder what would happen to me after I 
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died. I felt drawn to Grandfather Sneeze's evening 
meetings at his stilt house; no matter what day of 
the week, many gathered to worship and to pray. 
Grandfather Sneeze was kind; he prayed for me and 
gave me a Bible. After two weeks of reading and 
meeting regularly, I wanted to follow Jesus. I began 
my walk as a believer. After I finished school, I was 
drafted as a soldier. I must confess that my 
understanding was limited, but I remember sensing 
God's protection.  
After my time in the service I returned home and 
married. God provided a Christian wife - 
granddaughter of Grandfather Sneeze and 
Grandmother Noah! I then began a monthly training 
through our church. This two year training time 
awakened my desire to serve the Lord. I began to 
teach in our church and encourage other families 
who are experiencing problems. At that time, I was 
scratching out a living for my family, growing 
sticky rice during the wet season and sesame seeds 
and corn during the dry season. I worked very hard 
in our little field and never turned away any 
laboring jobs that came my way. For four years I 
prayed as I worked that somehow my vocation 
would change. Then, the pastor for our district told 
me about an opportunity with J. I've been working 
for J for almost a year! God has answered my 
prayers! It's a miracle to me. I really enjoy the 
work, mostly because there is this wonderful 
atmosphere where we all understand one another. 
Now, I am even having an opportunity to share the 
Lord Jesus with others here at the factory. I've had 
some good conversations with Grandfather Tdad 
and his daughter Swan. Although he is a Buddhist, 
he has been very open and now Swan wants a Bible 
to read. This week, I've been night guard at the 
factory; it’s been a wonderful time and place to 
pray.”  
Pu Vong's story  
“As I was growing up, my parents did not know the 
Lord. They followed after the Ta Oie traditions 
passed down to them from their ancestors. 
According to Ta Oie customs if someone is sick 
they need to offer a pig as a sacrifice to the spirits. 
Sometimes even a water buffalo is offered. The 
kind of sacrifice needed is often prescribed by 
someone in the family through divination. But the 
offerings did not really help our people get better. 
Instead they only seemed to get deeper in debt to 
others in the village who lent money with interest. 

When I was a young man, 14 or 15 years old, Kham 
Bawn invited me to follow God. He told me that 
God's ways are eternal, even older then our ancient 
traditions which were taught to us by evil powers.  
So I wanted to believe and told my father all about 
God. But he threatened me saying that I would have 
to leave the house if I became a follower of Jesus. I 
decided to put the decision to follow God on hold. 
At age 18 I left my parents house, became a 
believer and moved to the mountains to live with 
Christian relatives.  
After living with them for a year, I returned home. 
This time my father allowed me to believe, but he 
made it clear that they would continue in their 
traditional ways. It was during that time that my 
mother died. After three years at home, the village 
headman told me that I had been drafted into the 
military. Just before I left home, realizing that I 
might die before returning and wanting to be 
assured that I would see my family again, I invited 
my father and grandmother to believe. I was 
surprised when they agreed! I saw my family's life 
change. They began to prosper as they were no 
longer sacrificing animals as before. I remember 
how my younger sister had a large swollen abscess 
on her neck. Instead of sacrificing, we prayed and 
the abscess slowly went down without the use of 
magic.  
After my military service ended, I returned home 
and got married. Our 1st child was born with 
serious physical problems. At age 3 he had not even 
learned to crawl; he only could lie on the bed. My 
wife and I prayed earnestly. Finally at 4 years old 
he began to walk! God answered our prayers.  
Before working for the factory I was a farmer and a 
day laborer. But, the ground was poor and the land 
that our family once had we sold for cheap to a rich 
Vietnamese company. They promised us that we 
would be able to work in their fields. But the village 
headman was in cahoots with the Vietnamese and 
now they have brought in Vietnamese workers. 
They said they are letting the Lao workers rest. We 
are forced to ask the government for un-cleared 
jungle to try to make a living.  
I asked God to help me find a job to provide for my 
family. I did not ask to be rich, but to have enough 
to live and share. And now, I have been working 
with J, I believe this is God's plan for me, because 
it's the kind of work that I like. It really seems to fits 
me. I especially appreciate the fact that we are being 
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a blessing to society by providing clean drinking 
water and I really do enjoy working together with J. 
I am also having opportunities to share my faith at 
the factory which is not easy elsewhere. I feel that I 
am not just working for a salary or according to the 
clock, but serve the factory as if it's mine too. 
Please join me in asking that my many Ta Oie 
relatives at Km 14 village would become followers 
of Jesus too.”  
God at work, calling out workers  
It has been our pleasure to discover in recent 
months how our experience connects us with people 
who are sensing the stir to obey Jesus in what could 
be seen as radical ways. We get to “sit in on” some 
great “conversations” happening between God and 
those whom he is calling:  

-  There’s the young couple who have barely hung 
the wedding photos in their dream house, now 
preparing to pack all of their new gifts in boxes 
and head to SE Asia for 4 years.  

-  There’s the family who sense that they are 
supposed to say no to a backyard swimming 
pool, put a for sale sign in front of the sprawling 
home they built themselves and head into the 
uncertainties of a call to live lives worthy of the 
gospel.  

-  There’s the couple with promising prospects of 
comfortable ministry, choosing to use “work” 
skills in an obscure setting where they can’t be 
sure that what they see as their “ministry” 
strengths will even be tapped!  

These are holy times and holy relationships. Lord, 
help us to listen well and bring into these 
relationships what you would have us bring!  
We appreciate your prayers: 

·  As we have opportunities to be advocates for 
God’s mission here in Virginia. We have some 
key opportunities to speak this summer. May we 
be energized by the Spirit as we proclaim Jesus 
as the One in whom we fix our hopes.  

·  In standing with us for J and L. They began with 
an 18 month commitment to help us establish a 
“business for transformation” entity in this 
creative access location in SE Asia and are now 
prepared to extend their commitment through 
what will be almost 8 years of service. Lord, 
provide business minded persons to stand with 
this project and with this family, as we look to 
the day when the business can pay J. a CEO 

salary!? If you are one of those persons, please 
be in touch!  

·  As we walk too with two NEW couples God has 
brought who are preparing to join J and L in the 
factory work. Lord, thank you for Phil and 
Maria and Bryce and Erica! Enable us to care 
for them well!  

·  Kham Baun and Pu Vong, though mature 
believers only know how to pray in Lao, as they 
have been taught. However, their first language 
is Ta Oie. How many Ta Oie people could come 
to faith if they were encouraged to talk to God in 
their own heart language? Lord, use our contact 
with these leaders to help empower and release 
them to make disciples among their own 
people!  

·  For our family, especially for Melody, back 
from Albania and preparing for entry into EMU, 
and Noelle, headed for India to fulfill her 
Eastern cross cultural commitment. She’ll be 
working at a hospital in Bihar as an investment 
into what she senses as her call to be a doctor. 
Lord, we ask that both of them have a keen 
sense of being right where you would have 
them be!  

 “In Him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy 
name. May your unfailing love rest upon us, O 
Lord, even as we put our hope in you.”  

We love you!! Skip and Carol  
�
FROM THE DENLINGERS  
This is a very exciting time. History is being made. 
Never has there been such a concerted effort in 
evangelism in Israel since the first century. I am 
participating in the fifth Israel campaign, which is 
now in full swing.  It is part of a series of 12 
campaigns over 6 years to reach every city and 
town in Israel. I have been greatly blessed by the 
opportunity of participating in the four previous 
ones. This campaign, located in the Sharon Plain 
area, which reaches from Tel Aviv north to 
Netanya, is in full swing now. The two main cities 
in this region have not had any significant evangel 
outreach since Israel became a state in 1948. It is a 
privilege for us to be pioneers in bringing the gospel 
there. We will have a group of about 38 
campaigners for this intensive period of daily 
outreach, usually from 6:30 in the morning to get 
the people going to work, and sometimes until one 
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in the morning to get the disco and entertainment 
group. 

None of the major newspapers in Israel would 
accept our evangelistic ads. As a result of pressure 
from the Orthodox community, we were also not 
allowed to use the regular media like TV and radio. 
So it was decided to hold banners at the major 
intersections in the Sharon area that explain the true 
name of Jesus. His true name means salvation in 
Hebrew, but Israelis, for the most part, know him 
only by a derogatory name coined by the rabbis. In 
our conversations on the streets and at the beaches, 
we have been offering a free copy of the book in 
Hebrew, His Name is Yeshua. So far more than two 
thousand persons have requested that we mail them 
either this book or the New Testament in Hebrew.   

Thank you for standing with us in prayer. You are 
an integral part of our campaign. You are the team 
who is on its knees fighting the battles in the 
heavens. In this way you are having an important 
part in helping us bring the gospel to the nation of 
Israel. 

Please pray for protection for all of us campaigners 
as many of the areas where we will be working are 
religious and hostile to the gospel. However, it is in 
these same places that we find the Nicodemus’s of 
today.  

Pray for the impact the banners, and the many 
conversations in the streets and beaches that we are 
having, that they won't incite opposition and 
hostility, but be a means of connecting with many 
seekers. These seekers that we find will then each 
individually be contacted for follow-up. 

Please pray for those who will be receiving books 
and New Testaments that they would be drawn by 
the Holy Spirit into reading the books and that their 
eyes would be opened.  May many receive God's 
invitation to faith in Him. 

Your prayers are vital, and we thank you for being a 
part of our team. 

Garry & Ruth 
 
SPECIAL ARTICLE FROM RUTH DENLINGER  

Have you ever taught Sunday school? Probably most of 
us have at some point of our lives. Be encouraged! You 
would not believe the influence you may be having on 
your students. My life was influenced greatly by my 
Sunday school teachers. 

An outstanding church educator, Maribel Kraybill 
served faithfully and with much enthusiasm on Ruth's 
and my Missionary Support Team (MST). Maribel 
recently went home to be with the Lord.  

Maribel taught Sunday School 
for many years, administered 
as the principal at Locust 
Grove Mennonite School, and 
served as Sunday school 
superintendent at my home 
congregation. She was known 
for her interpretation of the 
verse that says “a three-fold 
cord is not easily broken.” For 
Maribel, those cords were the 
home, the school and the church.  I had at least ten 
Sunday school teachers between first grade and the time 
when I left for Israel as an adult, and I treasure the 
impressions Maribel and other teachers left on my life. 

It was the love that Maribel and these other teachers had 
for the Bible and for worldwide outreach that 
touched my life over the years. I thank God for the 
fantastic opportunity I had to sit in the classes of 
these teachers week after week, year after year, as 
they led the other students and me through the 
Scriptures. Maribel and the others were committed 
to our becoming faithful, active servants of God. 
They led us by the example of the holy lives they 
led. They conveyed to us students the fact that our 
lives on earth are only a preparation for lives that 
will never end—that what we do today matters for 
eternity. Through them, we learned that in the light 
of eternity, sin is a foolish gamble.  

The relationship I had with my Sunday school 
teachers was very different from my relationship 
with other teachers at school, even though I loved 
school and had many good teachers. As a child, I 
could sense that what they were teaching me every 
Sunday was very special and that I needed to pay 
special attention. These Sunday school teachers 
introduced eternal principles into the lives of the 
students. I also knew they loved me by the way they 
gave me space in class to share my feelings and my 
fears freely. I remember many times when I would 
go home encouraged and inspired by their teaching 
and their example. 

In looking back over the effect these teachers had 
on me, several teachers stand out because of their 
love of the Bible. This made such a difference in 
their teaching. They made men like Noah, 
Abraham, David and Jonah all come alive when 
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they taught. Because these teachers were full of life 
and loved the Bible, the other students and I came 
to love it, too.  

Maribel was a dynamic teacher with an avid interest 
in worldwide outreach. In fact, captivated with all 
overseas service, Maribel shared her enthusiasm 
with me when I would come home from college for 
visits. So when the time came for us to form a 
support team, she enthusiastically accepted our  
invitation to serve on the team. Maribel understood 
from the Scriptures (Romans 9 – 11) that God has a 
special plan for His ancient people here, and that 
her service was part of a high, privileged calling.  

The MST event that best revealed Maribel's heart 
for missions was her participation at the annual 
Global Fair at Lancaster Mennonite School. I saw 
firsthand Mirabel's enthusiasm for our work in 
Israel. It was the end of a long hot day outdoors 
during a July heat wave. Maribel had spent the day 
working at the Israel exhibit. Ruth and I were 
expecting her to say how tired she was from it all. 
When we hesitatively asked her, she smiled and 
commented about how much she enjoyed 
interacting with those visiting the exhibit. We were 
amazed that after a full day, Maribel was still at our 
Israel exhibit engaging the visitors to the exhibit 
with a smile, lots of enthusiasm, and passion for 
what God is doing in Israel today. 

In her later years, Maribel spent six summers 
teaching English to university students in China and 
traveled extensively in Europe and Africa. During a 
tour of East Africa she was able to visit Shirati 
Hospital in Tanzania where her brother Nevin had 
served more than thirty years beforehand.  

Our precious sister Maribel has now passed on into 
her glorious inheritance. We praise God that the 
final victory has been won and that Maribel's 
rejoicing will know no end in the presence of the 
King of Kings! We know now that Maribel is 
enjoying an eternity of bliss, joy beyond 
imagination, and a reward that never fades.  

We pass on a special commendation to all of you 
who are involved in teaching children in Sunday 
School, in Summer Bible School and summer 
camps. Please, never underestimate the value of the 
work you are doing to influence others to love and 
serve the Lord.    

 -- Ruth Denlinger  

HMC Mission Teams 
Two mission teams were serving this past week.  
Sandra Rush led a team to Philadelphia to help with 
the Cornerstone Christian Academy.  This is their 
13th year.  She had no idea 13 years ago what she 
was starting!  This has been an increasingly 
important alliance between our church and this 
school.  It is situated in one of the most blighted 
parts of the city and seeks to bring hope and help to 
these children.  Also, the youth have gone to 
Shirleysburg, PA to help staff the Creation Festival 
where 70,000 attended concerts and other events. If 
you see any of the people who were on one of these 
teams, thank them for their effort and ask them how 
the week went. 

 
Spanish Language Speakers 
Spanish language speakers are invited to participate 
in a series of educational workshops at HMC on 
healthy eating, food preservation and hands on 
cooking.  In participation you will meet and interact 
with some of our surrounding community members 
and HMC community gardeners in addition to 
learning useful information.  The Virginia 
Cooperative Extension office will be providing the 
input, supplies and small gifts.  Contact Mark Keller 
for more information.  mkeller@hmcchurch.org 
 434-4463 ext.106. 
 
Congratulations 

·  Jeremy and Andrea Dayton on the birth of 
their daughter, Delaney Noell, born April 
21. Kent and Robin Dayton are the 
grandparents of Delaney. 

 
Sympathies 

·  Nancy, Steve, Sherri & Scott Heatwole on 
the death of Nancy’s mother, Martha P. 
Miller of Souderton, PA, who passed away 
April 14. 

·  David Lenhardt & Ziran Yong on the death 
of David’s grandfather, John Vincent 
Theimer of McGaheysville, VA, who passed 
away April 15. 

·  Roger and Evie Leichty at the death of 
Roger’s sister, Lorene Leichty in Iowa. 

·  Lloyd and Alice Trissel at the death of 
Lloyd’s sister, Iva Marie Trissel on June 13. 

·  Irma Wease whose son, Gary, died on 
Sunday, June 20. 
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HMC BIBLE SCHOOL JUNE 2010 
We were transported in our imaginations to the 
Jerusalem Marketplace of Jesus' time where we 
were all in the twelve tribes of Israel.  We donned 
our Hebrew attire, danced the Hora to Havah 
Nagilah, and learned about the Shema with singing.  
We baked bread, crushed spices, wove baskets and 
went to Synagogue School.  Stories of Jesus were 

brought to life with 
tax collectors, rich 
men, the sick and the 
poor.  We all learned 
to Love the Lord 
with all our heart, all 
our soul, and all our 
might; to Love our 

neighbors as ourselves, and that while we are free 
from the law through the blood of Jesus, scripture is 
rich with history and telling the miracles of God 
over and over. Obeying His commandments keeps 
Him alive and active in our hearts, our minds and 
our lives. 

 
HMC Announcements 

·  Sanctuary Fellowship is looking for persons 
interested in coordinating worship and 
planning music. Contact Pastor Craig for 
more information. 

·  Sunday School teachers are needed for the 
winter quarter, K- Grade 2. Call Betty Suter 
867-9679. 

·  Church Council will meet on July 20 at 7 
p.m. in A2 

 

Vespers at the CrossRoads Amphitheatre 
�
July 4:   Jennifer Davis Sensenig; special music,  
  Ann Daggett 
 
July 11: Steve Longenecker; special music, Curtis  
 Nolley 
 
July 18: Marty Barlow; special music, Table  
 Singers 
 
July 25: John Keim, special music, Roundhill  
 Recorders 
 
Aug 1: Myron Augsburger; special music, Inner  
 Harmony Quartet 
 
Aug 8: Loren Swartzendruber; special music,  
 Stan & Joan Schifflett 
 
Aug 15: YOUTH NIGHT led by singer/songwriter  
 Jessica Crawford 
 
Aug 22 FAMILY NIGHT led by Pleasant Valley  

Church and Pastors Matthew Fike &  
Steve Spire 

 
Aug 29 Jean Hawk; special music, Sharon Miller 
 and Becky Hunter 
 
The vesper services are from 7:00 to 7:45 p.m. in 
the wooded amphitheater at the top of the 
CrossRoads hill. Bring lawn chairs. An offering will 
be received. (In case of rain, go to the one-room 
schoolhouse.)   
 
CrossRoads is located off Garbers Church Road, on 
the hill above Harrisonburg High School. At the 
north end of the school campus, drive west up 
Heritage Center Way. 
 
Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center  
540-438-1275 
info@vbmhc.org; www.vbmhc.org  
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CLASS NEWS…… 

Agape Class  
Agape is meeting with Koinonia for the summer 
quarter.  Both classes will help provide teachers. 
  
Congratulations to Don Hertzler and Ruth Shenk 
who were married on June 5th in PA.  Don has 
moved to Ephrata, PA. 
 
Judi Espinoza will have a one-woman show 
hanging on "Main Street" in the VMRC Park 
Gables building for the entire month of August.  
She will be displaying approximately 25 works (oil 
painting and mixed media) for sale.  Everyone is 
welcome.   
 
Jubilee Class 
Dave and Cindy moved into their new home on 
June 5th.  
 
Koinonia Class  
Koinonia is meeting with Agape class this summer 
for Sunday School. The two classes are taking turns 
teaching the class as we study the International 
Lesson Series.  Also, Koinonia will be teaching the 
children's Sunday School two Sundays in July. 
  
Koinonia had a golf retreat at Pipestem Resort in 
Pipestem, WVA.  Golfers and non-golfers had a 
great time enjoying God's great outdoors although 
some of us weren't too fond of the tram ride.  The 
weather cooperated beautifully with the weekend 
activities and with our having a great time. 
  
Jerry and Wendy Weaver are pleased to have 
Kelly and Kristin and her family visit with them 
here in Harrisonburg in early July.  Emily and 
Perry Hostetler welcome a new granddaughter, 
Emorii.  Elroy and Linda's son, Weldon, and wife, 
Jenn have moved to a farmhouse in Singer's Glen, 
since the house they were renting sold, and 
August 1st they will be moving to Pittsburg 
where Weldon will start medical school.  Jenn is 
working at firming up her plans.  Sandra Rush is 
heading to Philadelphia for their 13th year of 
leading a work group to help Cornerstone 
Christian Academy.  Many (most?) of us are 
involved in issues with our aging parents. 

 
LIGHTHOUSE CLASS  
Cindy Greene’s mixed media exhibit entitled The 
Journey was displayed at the WMRA building and 
featured on the station’s web pages.   Cindy was 
away all of June with some vacation time and 
participation in a conference for artists.  The artistic 
creations of Mia LaBerge decorated the walls of the 
Fellowship Hall.   Each piece is deeply personal and 
represents stages in her life including her 2009 
rededication to her faith walk with Christ.   Her 
transformation has contributed to new spiritual 
hunger by members of her family. 

Upon her retirement from EMU, Joyce Hedrick was 
honored by the institution and by a donor who 
established a $10,000 endowment named for her 
that will grant $1,000 scholarships for students who 
want to go to college in spite of a disability. 

Lee and Jody Voth hosted a weekend with a niece 
and family along with their son, Kevin and a friend 
of his.   Anna Mae and Elbert Detwiler also enjoyed 
visits from their sons and families. 

Sharon Lehman flew to Nashville to help her 
daughter Ashley pack her things and drive back to 
Harrisonburg after her second year of college.  
Mike and Sharon are happy to have Ashley home 
again so all of the family could celebrate Amy’s 
high school graduation.   

Gary and Carolyn Kardos also celebrated the 
graduation of their daughter, Sally, who has 
recovered well from an injury earlier this year. 

Skip and Carol Tobin are also very happy to have 
Melody home from her five months in Albania.  
Melody shared some of her experiences with the 
class on June 6. 

Ken and Sue Horst traveled with his brother and 
wife to Spain to visit with Ken’s sister Judi and 
her husband.   Also Carol Hall and her son Jake 
went to Pennsylvania to enjoy some family time.  
Don and Debbie Smeeton had a very special time 
in Springfield, MO with his two brothers and 
sister.  The siblings had not been together in 
almost 30 years.   

The Lighthouse class celebrated with Kurt and 
Liz Martin the opening of their new furniture 
store in Harrisonburg called Furnish 123. 
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The class shared in the Glocal In Missions 
combined Sunday School class in the sanctuary and 
appreciated the teaching of class members Luke 
Weaver, Don Smeeton and Skip and Carol Tobin 
along with other teachers during the quarter.  The 
class marked their return to classroom B4 on June 6 
with a “serving up” celebration that included good 
food, fellowship and words of spiritual challenge 
from Melody Tobin and Mia LaBerge.    Many class 
members provided essential assistance to this year’s 
VBS. 

Debbie and Don Smeeton, class leaders. 
 
 
OPEN CIRCLE    
Christian Committment in Today's World 
International Sunday School "quarterly" is our topic 
for this summer.  We are being taught by Ken 
Weaver in June, Gerald Brunk in July and Wayne 
North in August.   
  
Milton and Mary Ethel Heatwole celebrated their 
(over) 54th wedding anniversary in North Carolina.  
They plan to attend the annual Virginia Mennonite 
Mission meetings, then go to Grandfather 
Mountain, see the drama, "Horn of Plenty" and 
other areas of interest.  Avinell Weaver has 
recovered well from surgery in May to repair an 
aortic aneurysm.  Doris North sustained a fracture 
of a bone in her foot in a fall in May.  It is healing 
well.  June Marie Weaver suffered a knee sprain in 
a fall in June.  Pete and Ruth Kiser flew to Kansas 
in June for a family reunion.  Ruth reports a 
wonderful time.  Their flights went well.  All 14 
siblings, plus spouse, nephews, and nieces spent an 
enjoyable time together.  Gerald and Shirley Brunk 
traveled to Fontana Village, NC in the Smokies, via 
Knoxville, TN where they visited friends.  In 
Fontana they enjoyed several days with Ben and 
Cynthia Brunk and grandsons fishing and boating 
on Fontana Lake.  Later they enjoyed the drama, 
"Joseph" at Sight and Sound with their 14 year old 
granddaughter.  They spent the night following the 
drama.  The consensus was that "Joseph" was one 
of the better productions at that location.  Mahlon 
and Gloria Rissler with their son, Jay, visited 
daughter, Ruth, son-in-law, Jay Altamus, and 
grandsons in South Carolina.  They attended the 
graduation of grandson, Nathan, from high school, 
boated on Lake Murray in Columbia, and enjoyed 

watching Nathan surfboarding.  Lake Murray 
covers approximately 75 square miles of land and 
provides electricity for South Carolina's entire 
Midlands area.  The area was originally inhabited 
by the Catawa and Cherokee Indians.  Five 
thousand citizens were relocated, and three 
churches, six schools and 2000 graves were moved 
to build the lake, completed in 1930.  Ken and June 
Marie Weaver attended graduations of two 
granddaughters in May:  Cynthia Eberly Morris 
from EMU with a masters in education, and Julie 
Weaver from Hesston College.  After 38 years of 
living on the hill of Grandview Drive on 33 west, 
Wilbur and Helen Layman have downsized and 
moved to the campus of Virginia Mennonite 
Retirement Community.  Their new address is 1311 
Woodland Drive, Harrisonburg, Their new phone 
number is 564-3572.  Wayne and Doris North 
visited their daughter, Brenda, and family in North 
Carolina while attending the Virginia Mission 
Board/conference meetings in Raleigh.  
 
 
SALT CLASS   
SALT class is currently using the quarterly with 
teachers from within the class. 

We recently had our Spring retreat at the Steiner 
cabin.  Mark and Darlene Keller were our guest 
speakers.  We reflected on “transitions of life” and 
what God is saying to each of us in our transitions.  
Elam and Harriet Steiner provided “made to order” 
omelets for breakfast.  Remaining delicious meals 
were catered by Sue Dean.  It was a good time of 
fellowship and being together in a delightful setting.  

A large circle of chairs under large trees made a 
welcome spot for the SALT class Sunday evening, 
June 13th.  Ron and Anna Mary Pierantoni were our 
wonderful host and hostess.  We enjoyed a pot luck 
meal and time to just relax and visit with each 
other.  (A good time was had by all.) 

Lester Daniels recently fell and was hospitalized for 
a few days.  He then spent a few weeks at 
Harrisonburg Rehab.  While hospitalized it became 
apparent that his oxygen levels were down and he 
has been placed on oxygen.  He is doing much 
better and is back in his own surroundings.  He 
appreciated the meals provided during this time. 

Mary and Roy Yoder went to Plain City, Ohio, for a 
wedding on May 8.  Her last unmarried nephew, 
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Conrad Bontrager, married Katrina Miller of Plain 
City, with much fanfare and celebration. He has 
been a pastor in Flint, Michigan, and has taken his 
bride, a registered nurse, up there to continue his 
ministry. 

 More recently, on June 3, Roy Yoder’s brother-in-
law, Wilmer Zook, of Harrington, Delaware, had a 
massive stroke and missed his 70th birthday, June 
4, while in a coma.  He passed away on June 8. 
Mary and Roy and many other relatives attended his 
funeral on Friday, June 11.   

Elam and Harriet Steiner recently welcomed a new 
granddaughter into their family.  Hadassah Kozel 
was born to Nick and Deanna Kozel and brothers 
Deacon and Jude.  They are thankful for answered 
prayers for her safe delivery and good health.  

Diane Holsopple underwent a hip replacement 
Friday June 24th (two days prior to this writing).  
She seems to be on track for healing and recovery. 

Larry and Catarina Trissel are anticipating the 
arrival of another grandchild in November.  Their 
daughter Anita and her husband Greg Lundsford are 
expecting their first child.   
 
 
Sinapi Class  
It's been some time since we reported on Sinapi 
happenings in Tidings. We are at that interesting 
stage of life where we are caring for aging parents, 
empty nesting and becoming grandparents. We have 
a few youth still in the youth group, a number of our 
children are married and having children of their 
own and a number of us have experienced the death 
of one or both parents. 

Recent happenings include: 
·  James & Jewel Hertzler's son earned his private 

pilot’s license in the aviation program at Liberty 
University. 

·  Matthew Yoder, son of Steve and Twila, has 
been called to pastor Menno Mennonite Church 
in Ritzville, Washington. He will complete his 
MDiv degree at Fuller Theological Seminary in 
Pasadena, Calif. on June 12. He and his wife 
Shawna, and their 7-month old son, Asher, will 
spend the month of July with family in 
Harrisonburg and Lancaster before getting 
settled in their new home in Washington State. 

·  Kristin Shoemaker is recovering nicely from her 
March 30 knee surgery. 

·  Steve Yoder traveled to Trinidad in April with 
Myron Blosser and 17 EMHS students for their 
mini-term experience. A number of those 
students were HMC youth. 

·  Gordon Weirich led our class Spring quarter on 
lessons from the Nooma Series. 

·  We bid a fond farewell to Tim & Charlene 
Davis at a potluck on May 23 as they prepare to 
move to Colorado for a pastoral appointment at 
Peace Mennonite Church. We have thoroughly 
enjoyed the time they have been able to spend 
with our class and wish them well as they follow 
God's call. 

 
HMC Ministry Staff      434-4463 
Craig Maven, Lead Pastor of Sanctuary Fellowship; 
ext. 104; cmaven@hmcchurch.org  
 
Luke Weaver, Lead Pastor of Praise Fellowship; 
ext. 105; lweaver@hmcchurch.org  
 
Fred Miller, Administrator, Adult Sunday School; 
ext. 102; fmiller@hmcchurch.org  
 
Mark Keller, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and 
Missional Activities; ext. 106; 
mkeller@hmcchurch.org 
 
Lenora Bell, Director of Children’s Ministry; ext. 
107 lbell@hmcchurch.org  
 
April Gunderson, Director: Care and Counsel; ext. 
103;  agunderson@hmcchurch.org  
 
Kara Yoder, Director of Youth Ministries; ext 119;   
kaelleh@yahoo.com  
 
Steve Horst, Director of Young Adult Ministries 
and PF Music; ext. 108; shorst@hmcchurch.org 
 
Church Office, ext 100; slehman@hmcchurch.org  
 
Our staff wants to be available to you in time 
of need. If you have an emergency and are 
unable to make contact with the person you 
need, contact Pastor Craig (476-2043) or Pastor 
Luke (476-2047).  


